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Key Decision [Yes/No]

Ward(s) Affected:

The Councils’ Surveillance Powers, Policy and Procedures

Executive Summary

1. Purpose
1.1. This Report provides an update on the usage and activity of RIPA

requests during 2022/23.

1.2. Advises Members of the Monitoring Officer’s review of the Councils’
Surveillance Policy and Procedure.

2. Recommendations
2.1. To note the statistical information relating to the use of RIPA for the

period 2022/23.

2.2. To note that the Councils’ Joint Surveillance Policy and Procedure of
September 2017 has been reviewed but no revisions are
recommended.

3. Context

3.1. The Regulation of Investigatory Powers Act 2000 (RIPA), and the
Protection of Freedoms Act 2012, legislates for the use of local
authorities of covert methods of surveillance and information gathering



to assist in the detection and prevention of crime in relation to an
authority’s core functions.

3.2. On 1 September 2017, The Office of Surveillance Commissioners, The
Intelligence Services Commissioner’s Office and The Interception of
Communications Commissioner's Office were abolished by the
Investigatory Powers Act 2016. The Investigatory Powers
Commissioner's Office (IPCO) is now responsible for the judicial
oversight of the use of covert surveillance by public authorities
throughout the United Kingdom.

4. Issues for consideration

4.1. RIPA Activity

4.1.1. There was no Adur or Worthing RIPA surveillance authorisation
processed during 2022/23.

4.2. Review of Policy

4.2.1. The Monitoring Officer has reviewed the existing Surveillance
Policy and Procedure adopted in September 2017.  This Policy
was previously reviewed in July 2019 and again in December
2021, when a minor amendment was made to correct a
typographical error concerning terminology, resulting in
“collateral damage” being changed to “collateral intrusion” at
paragraph 27.  There have been no changes to the legislation
since the policy was last reviewed.

4.2.2. A copy of the current Surveillance Policy and Procedure is
annexed to this report at Appendix A and the Monitoring Officer
is confident that it remains up to date and fit for purpose and has
no revisions to recommend to the Committee.

5. Engagement and Communication

5.1. The RIPA SPOC has consulted with the relevant departments to obtain
the data set out in this report.

6. Financial Implications



6.1. There are no direct financial implications arising from this report.

7. Legal Implications

7.1. There are no legal implications directly related to this report.

Background Papers
None

Appendices to the report
Appendix A – RIPA Policy

Officer Contact Details:-
Joanne Lee
Head of Legal Services and Monitoring Officer
01903 221134
Joanne.lee@adur-worthing.gov.uk
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Sustainability & Risk Assessment

1. Economic
Matter considered and no issues identified.

2. Social

2.1 Social Value
Matter considered and no issues identified.

2.2 Equality Issues
Matter considered and no issues identified.

2.3 Community Safety Issues (Section 17)
Matter considered and no issues identified.

2.4 Human Rights Issues
Matter considered and no issues identified.

3. Environmental
Matter considered and no issues identified.

4. Governance
Matter considered and no issues identified.
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